Bordeaux–Gradignan, 04–05 February 2006

The detailed schedule of the whole mid–term meeting is presented in a separate document. Below we present only a summary of issues raised and discussed during General Assembly meeting and the final concluding remarks.

CELLION General Assembly minutes

Due to many topics that had to be discussed, the General Assembly meeting was splitted in two parts, Saturday evening and Sunday morning.  The participants, representing all CELLION groups, are listed below:

– Tilman Butz, University of Leipzig
– Roberto Cherubini INFN–LNL
– Wojtek Dabros, Jagiellonian University, Collegium Medicum, Cracow
– Bernd Fisher, GSI Darmstadt
– Geoffrey Grime, Surrey University
– Klas Hjort, Uppsala University
– Janusz Lekki, IFJ PAN Cracow
– Jan Pallon, Lund University
– Kevin M. Prise, GCI Northwood
– Tilo Reinert, University of Leipzig
– Zbigniew Stachura, IFJ PAN Cracow
– Philippe Moretto, CENBG
On Saturday, General Assembly followed the meeting between Ms Annette Schneegans, the Commission representative and young researchers recruited to CELLION network. 

The GA meeting was devoted mainly to organisational issues, related to financing and reporting.  The coordinator reminded shortly the financial rules of the RTN and the principles of reporting. To avoid mistakes in financial reports it was proposed that drafts of Forms C of the report should be sent to coordinator for fast checking. Only after passing this stage, data would be processed further by the auditing institutions.  It was proposed to deliver the drafts not later that 2 weeks after the meeting, i.e. up to February 20th.

A question of choice of the place and time of the next annual meeting has been discussed.  All participants agreed that shifting (delaying) the annual meeting would be convenient, as in such case the full financial information would already be known. The next annual meeting will be probably organized by Prof. Roberto Cherubini and the Legnaro group. However, currently this information should be treated as a provisory one.
Dr Stachura stressed the increasing need to publish scientific and technical results obtained in frames of CELLION.  Such output was marginal in the first year of the Network activity, as many groups either were in the initial stage of the construction of their single ion irradiation setups or had difficulties in recruitment of researchers. In other groups, a broad CELLION–related research was supported from financial resources external to the network. Now, the Network has reached a more advanced status and a much richer scientific output is expected.

Completing the organisational issues, due to the approaching retirement of the CELLION coordinator Dr Zbigniew Stachura, the General Assembly agreed to transfer the coordination to Dr Janusz Lekki from IFJ PAN Cracow.

On Sunday, the GA was dealing mostly with further activity of the RTN and with optimal strategy for the remaining period.

Prof. Kiefer shortly summarised his impressions of the CELLION network.  He turned attention to the fact that physical and biological parts of the planned activity are far from balance. Comparing the tasks listed in Annex 1 to the contract with the currently reported results one can discover that, up to now, instrumental aspects and development of the single ion hit technique strongly dominate over biological studies.  This situation is common to many of CELLION groups.

Dr Stachura explained this situation by the fact that several participants entered the field of single ion irradiation studies only recently.  Therefore, in the first period, their needs were 

focused mainly on adopting existing microprobe facilities, creating robust tools, protocols and techniques that only now may be applied to biological studies.  Anyway, recruitment process must take into account this misbalance and, indeed, several groups declared that they intend to employ researchers with biological background.

To further improve this situation, a summer course for ESR/ER has been proposed and disscussed.  It's main goal would be the transfer of basic cell biology knowledge to CELLION researchers, which mostly originate from physics and not from biomedical circles.

It was proposed to held the course in late August, thus extending the hands-on workshop organised by Lund University.  Lund representative Prof. Pallon initially accepted this idea, however further agreements are still needed.

Prof. Hjort asked the interested participants for input related to further work directions in a task "Intelligent Petri dish", controlled by University of Uppsala.  Several groups expressed their interest in "passive" solutions developed so far in Uppsala (moulds for microcontact printing, printed mylar foil, ion exit windows, etc.).  However, the question concerning readout of electrical signals using electrodes placed at the dish bottom still remains open, therefore further consultations are expected.

Following the advice of Ms. Annette Schneegans it was decided that the Activity Report that has to be delivered after completing the second reporting period will be much more "task oriented" than the report delivered in year 2005, which was using a rather free form.  Therefore, all task leaders have been asked to deliver short notes about the progress and current status in biological and technical tasks listed in Appendix 1 to the contract (page 11 and 18).  These notes will form a basis for the Activity Report.

This was a final topic of the GA meeting. Further discussions/agreements are planned to be continued remotely.  
